
FROM THE BOARD

What’s Happening
By Jennifer Skaife, President
 Well, July has been quite a month! Sadly two 
of our neighbors passed away, long time resident and 
former Board member, Lou Schor, and our piano 
playing Gary Johnson.They will be missed.
 Additionally we have reluctantly accepted 
the resignation of our President, Frank Flores, 
who for professional reasons is relocating out of 
state. He too will be missed, but I have no doubt 
that we will see 
h im around 
visiting! I have 
been voted in to 
take his place 
and do so with 
grat i tude for 
the vote o f 
confidence in 
my abilities to 
carr y out the 
' job' , and a 
g e n u i n e 
awareness that I have a lot to learn. I look forward to 
the upcoming challenges and successes! We welcome 
a new member to the Board, Irene Bisson, resident 
of the Lafayette Building since 2008. Please come to 
the next Board meeting in the Solarium on Tuesday, 
August 4, at 7pm to meet us and observe the 
business end of our building being dealt with.
 There is so much more news! Even more new 
equipment for the gym...we really do now have a 
great amenity. Please use it, it is your gym! Please, 
however note that it is for the use of residents only. 
If you have a guest, they may use it only when accompanied 
by you, and for our protection and theirs, they must 

sign a waiver prior to using it with you.
 Our Bike Room Committee are moving 
forward with a plan, due to be presented at our next 
Board of Directors meeting. Once again, we are 
really working on improving the amenities for all 
who live here.
 Who can he lp but not ice the 
improvements to our streets? The pavements, 
planting and lighting, due to be officially switched on 
on August 8, during the Second Saturday event. Be 
there!
 The preparat ion o f 5 4 0 B ro a d w a y 
continues with some complex electrical work being 

carried out. We anticipate the Bike Shop taking 
over in September. We will have some fine office 
space at 530 Broadway available for rent this 
Autumn, so if you are interested please contact a 
Board member or a commercial properties 
committee member.
 I am sure there is more news, but for now let 
me leave you with the 
following thought:
 This i s our 
community, our 
neighborhood, and as 

times get harder for so 
many of us it benefits all to 
get out and connect with 
each other, participate in 
our community, our 
Lafayette Village! Who 
knows what can happen? 
Do you know your 
neighbors? Even those as 
close as on your floor?✍
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FROM THE MANAGER

Condo Comments
By Sharon Hays
     I would just like to mention to 
everyone how important it is that we 
ha ve E m e rg e n c y C o n t a c t 
Information on everyone in the 
building. You never know when or 
what will happen. Information forms 

will be delivered to everyone, via your mail box soon. 
If you could return them to the office with updated 
information and e-mail addresses it would be helpful. 

Also, in an effort to cut down on mailing costs, if 
you would like your statement sent by e-mail, 
please notify the office and we will put you on the 
list.

In the lobby, the office has created a summer 
activities bulletin board that lists free concerts, 
movies and other activities (like a kite festival or 
sand sculpture contest) around town for friends, 
neighbors and family to enjoy!  There’s always 
something going on in Long Beach! ✍

NONPROFIT UPDATE

Tile Mural Update
By Jack Nendel, President, 
L a fa ye t t e Hi s t o r i c a l 
Preservation Group

We have received 
and approved diagrams 
of the wrought iron 
f rame in which the 
c a m e l t i l e m u r a l 
mural will be mounted on the exterior wall of the 
Campbell Building of the frame and concurrently the 
cleaning and repair of the tiles will start.

We expect the mural to be mounted before the 
end of the calendar year. ✍
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140 Linden  Avenue Long Beach  Ca li fo rnia 90802 562.436.5391 Fax  562.436.8762 

 

FOR RENT 

Studio     $1,165   562-826-6140 
5th floor condo (628 sq. ft.), ocean view, includes utilities and parking 
space.  Building has fitness room and solarium.  Available Aug. 1st. 

 
1 bed     $1,200   323-423-2285 

7th floor condo (630 sq. ft.) with an ocean view.   

 
1 bed     $2,000   562-685-3796 
 3rd floor condo (1,100 sq ft) hardwood floors, pets OK, Must see to  
 Appreciate.  Free fitness room and solarium reservation  
 Unit available Aug 1st  

 
1 Bed     $1,285   949-290-5473 

4th floor condo (701 sq ft) front unit in Campbell building, large 
kitchen, original mahogany doors and moldings 
 

1 Bed     $925   562-480-6234 
 4th floor condo (500 sq ft), Broadway building. Avail. Aug 1st. 

 

2 Bed, 2 bath       562-673-0398 
 8th floor condo (1,200 sq ft), ocean view, Campbell building. 

Completely furnished, ready for move in NOW! Ask for Charlotte. 
 
 

FOR SALE 

      Single 215 sq ft     562-754-9941 
 Commercial Condo    562-225-6684 

 $125,000; 272 sq ft 
Commercial Condo    562-754-9941 
 $129,000; 268 sq ft 
 

 

   www.thelafayettelb.org   

140 Linden Avenu e Long Beac h Cali forni a 90802 562.436.5391 Fax 562.436 .8762 

 

 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MEETING 
 

 
 

Tuesday, August 4, 2009 
7:00 p.m. in the Solarium 

Campbell 11th f loor  
 

Meeting agenda is forthcoming 
 

Refreshments will be served 
 

A toast  to former Boardmember Lou 
Schor after the meeting at 

approximately 8:00pm. 



A VIEW FROM THE 6TH FLOOR

Village Idiots
Photo and text by Thomas Wasper

 “ J E S U S C H R I S T W H AT T H E H E L-
LISTHAT?!!!,” I yelled as I bolted upright in my bed. 
Even my dog, Sweet Dee, was stunned into an in-
timidated silence, unable 
to compete with the ob-
noxiously loud “ratatat-
ratatat -ratatat -ratatat ” 
coming in my windows 
from somewhere in the 
streets below. 
 For her to bark 
against that noise would 
be like pissing into a rain-
storm. 
 And then, there 
was silence. 
 Oh thank God, I 
thought as I laid my head 
back on the p i l low. I 
looked at the clock. One-thirty in the morning. Just 
about the time the kids over at the Basement would 
be clearing out, heading towards their cars, loudly 
sobbing and hurling drunken-hearted accusations 
and forgiving promises of love everlasting to mates 
whose stare they had caught lingering too long in the 
direction of another, earlier inside the club.
 But, the Basement was long shuttered, and 
its replacement, Club 149, had never managed to 
draw the size or decibel level of the previous club’s 
clientele. Even in its heyday, I had never heard such a 
jarring racket coming from the Basement.
 “ratatat-ratatat-ratatat-ratatat!”
 WTF? The noise was back. And then silence. 
And then the noise again. I turned on the light, got 
out of bed and walked to the window. The streets 
were seemingly lifeless except for that…jackhammer-
ing, I guessed is what it was. As impossible as it 
seemed at this godless hour, that’s exactly what it 
sounded like. 
 I walked backed to bed, got under the covers 
and grabbed a book off the nightstand. I’m sure 

someone will call the cops and they’ll put an end to 
this soon enough I thought as I propped the book on 
my chest and concentrated, as much as I could, on 
the words contained therein.
 I either overestimated the response time/
interest level of the LBPD or underestimated the 
tolerance level of the East Village residents because 
that jackhammering went on for almost an hour after 
I got back into bed. 
 Myself, I don’t call the police. They tend to 

show up with an ill tem-
per, like my 5 year-old be-
ing woken from an after-
noon nap, all grumpy and 
accusatory. I’d rather let 
someone else do the dirty 
work or just let the dis-
turbance tire itself out 
naturally. 
 Which is what hap-
pened in this case and I 
have to admit I was sur-
prised that it was allowed 
to continue so long. I 
mean this was a loud 
noise. Even by East Vil-
lage standards.

 The next day I found out where the noise 
had originated. Seems workers involved in the 
EVSBP (East Village Sidewalk Beautification Pro-
ject) had inadvertently paved over a few manhole 
covers in the street in 
front of local watering 
hole “House of Hayden” 
and chose that god-
awful hour to go back 
out to correct their ear-
lier blunder.
  In a stunningly 
ironic twist, patrons 
from inside the bar, poured outside en masse to beg 
for some peace and quiet. But it was to no avail, as 
the highly paid workers (what is that, triple time at 
one-thirty in the morning?) simply leaned in with 
hands cupped over ears in the internationally ac-
knowledged sign for, “What? I’m sorry, I can’t hear 
you over the sound of this jackhammer!” and contin-
ued their work.✍
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I mean this was a 
loud noise.  Even 
by East Village 
standards.

Workers on the EVSBP “correct” an earlier  mistake when they 
broke through a water pipe leaving area residents without running 
water for much of the day and into the night.



SOCIAL STUFF

Fountain Party
By Geronimo Quitoriano & Party photos by Onno

On Saturday, June 13, 2009, we dedicated the 
redesigned fountain on the newly decorated 7th 
floor Lafayette patio. Special credit to resident 
artist and fellow homeowner Carlos Ramsey for 
his tile design around the head of Bacchus, the 
Roman god of wine.  Sharon Hays and the garden 
committee did a great job with the tasteful plant 
choices up there! 

Guests enjoyed food and drink and a truly 
“bubbly” atmosphere thanks to me, the resident 
bubblemaker! Treasurer Rick Blackshere cut the 
ribbon to make it all official and sharpshooter Onno 
captured it all for the newsletter.

If you haven’t seen the 7th floor patio and 
fountain yet, you should definitely check it out!✍
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Sharon

Jim, Sam, Dean & Glen

Trudy

Rick

Eddie

Geronimo

Fountain photo by Anne Proffit



COMMUNITY LIVING

Calling All Homeowners
Source: Community Associations Institute
    All meetings of the Association Board are open 
meetings. Residents are encouraged to observe 
meetings. Residents who wish to address the board 
are welcome to do so during the homeowner 
forum conducted at the beginning of each business 
meeting only. There should be NO participation 
from the floor after the open forum. The Board 
Meeting is open 
on l y for 
obser vat ion by 
re s idents , not 
participation.

Here are few 
t i p s fo r 
participating in the 
open forum:

1. Put it in writing. You will get the best 
response if you put your question or opinions in 
writing prior to the meeting. This isn’t mandatory, 
but it helps you and the board. Some issues may 
require a little research by the manager. Also, the 
board can serve you better if members have time to 
consider your concern.

2. Plan your remarks to last no longer than 
three (3) minutes. Board members enjoy visiting 
with residents; however, the meeting agenda is 
always very full, and the three-minute limit ensures 
that all business gets conducted. This doesn’t mean 
big issues can’t be presented. If your concern requires 
more time, please summarize it in three minutes, and 
the board will add it to the agenda for the next 
meeting.

3. Don’t expect an immediate response. 
Board members don’t act independently. All issues 
require discussion and sometimes a vote. Sometimes 
an immediate answer is possible, but it’s just as likely 
that you won’t get a response until after the meeting.

4. If you need information, cal l the 
manager. The purpose of the Homeowner Forum is 
for residents to share opinions and concerns with the 
board. Residents seeking general information (like a 
status report on a project) can get a more immediate 
answer from the manager. ✍
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WELCOME TO THE LAFAYETTE

New Residents
Unit 404 Jim Thomson

Unit 442 Jackie Lightsey

Unit 627 Brenda Pierce

Unit 634 Roz Vance

Unit 657 Itoko Higa

Unit 751  Sheila Nelson

Unit 761  Audrey Spencer

Unit 854 Tiffany Evans

Unit 958 Katie Wells

Unit 1052 Rachel Martinet

Unit 1057 Shuruq Nesheiwat

ALL RESIDENTS:  Remember no bicycles in 
the main lobby. Window coverings must be white 
or off-white! And the two green dumpsters in the 
garden are for recycling only! No trash please. 
And do not fill up the trash closets with oversize 
trash items. It is your responsibility, not the 
maintenance crew, to place oversize trash items in 

the garden dumpsters!  Thanks! ✍ 

VACATION STUFF

South Africa pics!!!
By Geronimo Quitoriano

Some of you may have noticed there wasn’t a 
July newsletter last month and that Sharon 
seemed to be all alone in the office for a couple of 
weeks!  Well, I was on vacation in Cape Town 
taking photos for a friend’s travel book.  I’ve 
posted a few shots to share for your enjoyment:

www.flickr.com/photos/geronimo_in_lb



PASSINGS

Two of Our Own
By Jennifer Skaife

 Last month we lost two of our 
residents, both Lou Schor and Gary 

Johnson died. I am sure there are 
many of you reading this who knew 
one or both of these gentlemen well, 
and have many anecdotes illustrating 
how they impacted your lives here in 
the Lafayette over the years they each 
lived here and were a part of our 

community.
I knew neither Lou nor Gary more than in a 
passing "good-morning, how are you?" kind 

of a way, so cannot claim a shared story. That 
said, I mourn the passing of any of our elders, with 
their gentle eccentricities, experiences and talents.

Lou, an old fashioned chap, with his wide legged 
pants, suspenders and sleeves neatly rolled, reminded 
me of a Fitzgerald character, or one from a Tennessee 
Williams play. He seemed kind, I hear he was 
generous, he smiled a lot. Perhaps that is old 
fashioned, but it appeals to me.

Gary, well, my recurring picture of him is his 
being dressed in full head to toe flak jacket 
camouflage riding his highly adorned bicycle along 
Linden, and beyond. Had we been in the rainforest 
no doubt I would have missed him entirely, but the 
urban jungle of the East Vil lage was not so 
concealing. Quite a picture. Coming into the Lobby 
late in the evening to the sound of the organ was one 
of my early memories of living here. I was never 
quite sure of who and how.....or where? Additionally I 
can only understate my surprise one day to find Gary 
popping up from deep within the footwell of a sporty 
Ford Mustang. Incongruous? Yes. Dull? No.

Whatever I fear in life, I greatly fear dullness. As 
far as I know Lou and Gary each lived interesting 
lives, and along with those of our elders that may 
have died this year, they leave lingering memories of 
eccentricity, kindness, talent and humility. They are 
my examples for living an interesting life, free from 
dullness. Thank you to them all. ✍

MEMORIES

Remembering
Gary Johnson
By Harlene Stuck

Below is a photo of Gary Johnson performing at  
Utopia. This was taken on 17 December 2006 at 
Wayne's and my wedding supper.   Gary did not 

want h i s 
picture taken 
but the 
photographer 
"sneaked" this 
one and I'm 
glad she did. 
It i s 
comforting to 
have a photo 
o f Gar y, 
whose music 
w a s 
distinctive in 
s ty le and 
delightful to 
hear.
I remember 
the last time I 

saw Gary, just a few days before he passed away, 
walking from Atlantic on Broadway and looking 
dapper as always. He smiled and said something 
pleasant.

Evidently Gary was much loved at Utopia.  The 
busboy Fernando was telling me that Gary was 
always nice to him and even gave him neckties to 
wear.  Fernando kept crying and saying that in his 
heart he knew something was wrong when Gary did 
not show up to work...I think we will all miss this 
ver y personable but ver y private gentleman 
who gave more than he ever received. ✍

 Editor’s Note:  An informal memorial organized by 
Gary’s brother, Mark, is scheduled for Wednesday, August 5, 
2009 at 11am in the Solarium.  Please come by for cookies 
and coffee and share memories with &iends and family.
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Photo courtesy of Harlene Stuck



ATTITUDE OF...

By Joanne Lovejoy
In English, to express gratitude, we say “thank 

you.” In French, it is merci beaucoup. In Greek, it is 
“e(aristo.” In Spanish, it is “gracias.” In Armenian, it 
is “shenorhagal em.” In Italian, it is “grazie.”

I would like to thank Geronimo and the 
newsletter team for the excellent job they do in 
preparing our monthly newsletter. Our newsletter 
keeps us “in the know” with 
the goings on around the 
Lafayet te and in our 
ne ighborhood . Merc i 
beaucoup!

We ha ve much to be 
grateful for in our lives. We 
should express gratitude, no 
matter how large or small the 
act of kindness. We have the 
ability to make the world a better place, not just by 
being “eco-friendly.” It seems as though, there is an 
emphasis on our environment, being green, earth-
friendly and recycling. These are our latest buzz 
words to save our planet. Corporations and other 
entities emphasize and announce in their television, 
magazine, and internet commercials they are eco-
friendly, green, their products are recyclable, or they 
make their products from recycled materials. 
Protecting and caring for the hearts, souls and minds 
of human beings are also important. Expressing 
gratitude is a wonderful way to care for the hearts, 
souls and minds of others.

In our childhood beginnings, the first words or 
concepts we were introduced to and taught were 

about gratitude. We were taught to say “please” and 
“thank you.” How many times did you hear “What 
do you say?” when you asked for something, no 
matter what it was? You would be prompted to say, 
“Please.” And, then when you received the item, that 
tasty morsel, whatever it was, you would be asked, 
“What do you say?” And, you would be prompted to 
say “Thank you.” Eventually we understood what the 
words meant and we learned to say “please” and 
“thank you” without being prompted. It is touching 
to see parents teaching their children their “please” 
and “thank yous.” Expressing gratitude should be 
something that lasts a lifetime. It should be done 
throughout our lives, not just as children.

As we were growing up, we also learned to 
express gratitude by writing thank you notes. When 
someone would do something nice for us, our 
parents taught us to send a hand written note to say 
“thank you.” These days, it seems to be a lost art, 
done rarely. It should something we do to show our 
appreciation. How nice it is to receive a thank you 
note from someone. It is special and something not 
soon forgotten.

As one of the staff ministers at 
my church, I am a member of 
a team who makes visitations 
to members and friends of 
members of our church. We 
visit people who are unable to 
attend Sunday church services. 
Some may be in the hospital, 
recovering from surgery, some 
are in rehabilitation centers, 
some live in convalescent, 

senior, or assisted living centers. We visit, pray and 
take communion to them. As a minister, one is 
moved because we go to provide comfort, pray and 
console. Yet we are blessed by the visits. As sick or as 
weak as they are, people are grateful we have come. 
We go to provide comfort, and we receive a blessing 
for our visit. Those we visit make every effort to 
thank us for taking the time to come and see them. 
Such gratitude is touching.

Take a moment to think about those things or 
acts of kindness for which you are grateful, and take 
a moment to let someone know how much you 
appreciate their kindness.

E(aristo! Grazie! Merci beaucoup! Gracias! ✍
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We have much to be 
grateful for in our lives. We 
should express gratitude, 
no matter how large or 
small the act of kindness.



 FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Who’s Who at the Lafayette
2009 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Jennifer Skaife  jmskaife@mac.com
VP: Dennis Cornax   denemator@gmail.com
VP: Irene Bisson           contactirene@sohodistrict.com
Secretary: Eddie Stanton    estantonca@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Rick Blackshere    andnod@yahoo.com

CONTACT THE BOARD
In writing: Email them. Also, each board member has a mailbox in 

the office.  All written comments will be addressed in a timely manner.  
In person: Come to the board meetings usually every first Tuesday 

of the month at 7pm in the Solarium (11th floor Campbell Building) 
unless a schedule change has been posted.
OFFICE MANAGER

Sharon Hays
Phone: 562-436-5391   9:30am to 5pm weekdays
Fax: 562-436-8762     Cell: 562-499-9979
Email: lafayet@charterinternet.com  
Reminder: Meeting minutes may be viewed at the office.
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C a l e n d a r
Tuesday, August 4, 2009

Board Meeting

7pm @ 11th floor Solarium

A special toast to former Boardmember  
and longtime resident Lou Schor 
immediately after (approx. 8pm)

Wednesday, August 5, 2009

Gary Johnson Memorial

11am @ 11th floor Solarium

Enjoy cookies and coffee while sharing 
memories with friends and family

Saturday, August 8, 2009

2nd Saturday Art Walk

4-10pm on Linden Avenue

Lighting ceremony for new street lamps.

NEWSLET TER TEAM
SHARON HAYS

JOANNE LOVEJOY

GERONIMO QUITORIANO

ONNO

ANNIE PROFFIT

JENNIFER SKAIFE

THOMAS WASPER

✄  ☎  ✍
  THE LAFAYET TE LET TER 
I S P U B L I S H E D P E R I O D I-
C A L LY F RO M T H E O F F I C E 
OF THE LAFAYET TE ASSO-
C I AT I O N O F H O M E OW N-
ERS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE 
T O C O N T R I B U T E T O T H E 
LET TER, PLEASE CONTACT 
GERONIMO AT (562) 435-4775 
O R E M A I L : G P O L A R O I D 
@MAC.COM.

Board of Directors Meeting Agenda

Tuesday, August 4, 2009 @ 7pm in the Solarium

• Call to Order

• Open Forum (3 min each homeowner)

• Minutes from July 14, 2009 approval

• President’s Report: Jennifer Skaife (New board member 
Irene Bisson, highlights of Lafayette happenings, moment of 
silence for Lou Schor and Gary Johnson)

• Treasurer’s Report: Rick Blackshere

• Committee Reports (Commercial Properties, Social, 
Historical & Nonprofit, Bicycle Room, Gym, Storage)

• Old Business (Lafayette/Broadway building painting: Board is 
Reviewing Invitation to Bid)

• New Business (Reviewing Options for Security Guards in 
Building )

•  Adjournment ✍ 


