
MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

R. Douglas Jacobs
By Thomas Wasper

There is a piece in your book, “The Rhymes 
Of Love & Reason: Selected Sonnets By R. 
Douglas Jacobs,” that you dedicate to your 
girlfriend Angela. Am I correct in assuming 
that this buys you a period of grace in her eyes 
w h e re yo u c a n d o n o 
wrong? And if I am correct 
in my assumption how long 
does this period last before 
reality creeps back in and 
yo u m u s t e i t h e r p e n 
another in her name or go 
back to helping with the 
chores?

First of a l l , any grace 
period I had with Angela 
probably lasted the moment I 
hung up with her after having 
f i r s t read her the poem.  
Women, by and large, have to 
be finessed no matter what 
because I'm convinced they 
were solely brought to this 
planet to test a man's resolve.  
They have a "What have you 

done for me lately?" demeanor in wanting to 
continually be recognized and pampered and Angela 
is no different.  This doesn't mean she's didn't like or 
appreciate the poem when, in fact, she did.  This 
simply means that my responsibility of doing chores 
is without compromise.  "Wow, thank you, baby. 
Now go do the laundry!"  Actually, I do hope to pen 
another verse in my maiden's honor, but for a special 
occasion.  

How does a sonnet differ from a poem?
A sonnet is a form of poetry that originated from 

Ita l y in the th i r teenth 
century and is derived from 
the word sonetto, which 
means "little song."  The 
styles, in which they've been 
written, have evolved over 
the centuries, but the basis 
for a sonnet is to recite verse 
as if it where a song.  This is 
what makes good sonnets 
distinguishable from modern 
prose.  So fluidity matters in 
how I compose my sonnets.  
My words have to speak to 
me in order to be spoken 
succinctly and with meaning.  
For this reason, my sonnets 
a re pro vocat ive in that 
they're all carefully crafted.
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FROM THE BOARD

What’s Happening
By Frank Flores, President

1.   We have completed 
the solarium update! It is 
amazing what a little paint 
can do! We took down the 
old acoustic tiles on the 
ceiling above the glassed in 
area and matched the 
ceiling with the rest of the 
room! A few new light 
f i x tures , o rch ids and 
thanks to Monica 's 
suggestion we painted the 

window frames black along with the base trim 
around the floor! That really made the room pop! 
Enjoy and please take care of it, it's a beautiful room! 
We are very lucky to have it!

2. The Board and the Architectural Committee 
are looking at a final design plan to dress up the 
elevators, including cameras so everyone smile 
when going up!

3. I am wondering what people thought of the 
University by the Sea event! I know we had some 
cars towed and the building took a little beating, but 
other than that and with more organization on our 
part, would the residents of the Lafayette like to see 
this event or events like this happen again in our 
immediate neighborhood? I would be interested in 
your comments!

4. What are the thoughts of the residents of the 
Lafayette in turning the French Room into a new 
updated gym with perhaps a running track and a 
place to lock up bicycles! New equipment and the 
ability to take your bike out the garden gates! 

5. I can't help but notice no one has submitted 
any ideas for the mural in the solarium! I guess I am 
going to win!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

6. Ever ybody got your invitation to the 
Lafayette holiday party, December 9, put it on 
your calendar now!

Let me, Sharon or Geronimo know what you 
think about these ideas! I am interested to hear what 
you think! ✍

FROM THE MANAGER

Running for the 
Board: Do You Have 
What It Takes?
By Sharon Hays, Manager

If you’re considering running for the Board, we 
ask that you take a few moments to ask yourself the 
following three questions:

Do I have the time?: As a board member, you 
will need to devote at least several hours of your time 
each month to association business. In addition to 
regular monthly board meetings, you will need to be 
active in email discussions and occasional special 
meetings. During special projects, you may need to 
spend a little extra time on association business. 
Some board members may also spend a little more 
time than others if they work with a committee.

Can I make tough decisions when it ’s 
required?: The primary role of the board is to 
conduct the business of the association. This doesn’t 
just mean approving the budget, but also developing 
and enforcing policies. Board members are required 
to step outside their immediate circle of family and 
neighbors and make decisions based on the greater 
good of the community.

Can I do all this and have fun, too?: It isn’t all 
about policies and tough decisions. Our community 
is only as good as we make it, and establishing and 
maintaining a sense of community is a part of a 
board member ’s responsibility. Planning and 
attending functions such as our annual Holiday Party 
(December 9 ) and being a presence in the 
community are as important as any policy decisions 
you may make.

Being a board member can be frustrating at 
times, but it may also be one of the 
most rewarding ways you’ll find 
to volunteer your time.  If you’re 
interested in running for the 
board or would like more details 
about Board’s responsibilities, 
please contact the manager or a 
current board member.✍ 
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MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

CONTINUED from page 1 
 In the Grunion Gazette interview you 
confess that you were a modern day Cyrano de 
Bergerac writing poems for your classmates 
which they then delivered to the objects of 
their desire. Armed with your words of amour, 
were your chums generally successful in their 
quest for these girls?

There were a few who probably reached further 
than first base.  But who are we really kidding?  
Teenage boys, in particular, often brag about their 
conquests when it's more likely that the girls they 
were after likely considered the gesture of handing 
them a poem weird, and not chivalrous.  I know 
every time I approached a girl with a candy gram, 
their response was, "Are you for real?"  

In the play Cyrano pens letters to help 
Christian seduce Roxanne, for whom Cyrano 
harbors a secret love. Did you have your own 
Roxanne in school?

I endured many Roxanne’s in school (and life in 
general), and each was different in their own unique 
way no matter their look and style.  One thing, 
however, was constant, and that is that I never had 
the good fortune of being attracted to a Roxanne 
who was without a male companion.  I would have 
had an ideal adolescence i f not for a l l the 
"boyfriends" that stood in my way.  As I grew older, 
the boyfriends eventually gave way to "fiancées" and 
"husbands."  What was a hopeless romantic like me 
to do? 

You work for a traffic engineering company 
in Anaheim. Is it possible to find poetry in that 
line of work? Or, do you drive yourself crazy all 
day trying to find rhymes for “traffic” and 
“Anaheim”?

I did work for a traffic engineering company, but 
was laid off from there last March.  I now work as an 
administrator for the Small Business Development 
Centers at El Camino Col lege in Torrance.  
Therefore, the focus of my madness has switched 
over as well.  Instead of finding words to rhyme with 
all that Orange County had to offer, I'm now in 
search of rhymes to capture the beauty of Los 
Angeles.  Already, words like "smog" and "pollution" 
come to mind along with phrases like "gridlock 
traffic" and "toxic waste." 

What is the closest you have heard of 
anyone finding a rhyme for the word “orange”?

I may have heard something close to it growing 
up as a Lakers fan when CBS basketball color 
commentator, and Boston Celtic blowhard, Tommy 
Heinsohn, ranted, "Oh, Ainge! Danny, ol' boy, has 
just drilled another one to put us ahead."  I still can't 
get over the fact that we gave them the '84 Finals.

What is your opinion of the modern poets; 
rappers like Dr. Dre, Eminem and T.I.? Is rap a 
form of poetry?

All poetry is free verse, and rap is no different.  
So, yes, rap is a form of poetry.  Conversely I never 
personally cared for rap music (which may sound 
sacrilegious to some) because I find many of the 
lyrics, no matter the artist, to be offensive.  I firmly 
believe in expression as a means of asking questions 
for the purpose of further enlightenment in building 
character rather than using it as a means to demean 
society.      

Where can we purchase a copy of your 
book, “ The Rhymes Of Love & Reason: 
Selected Sonnets By R. Douglas Jacobs”?

My book is currently available at the Borders 
bookstore at the Pike near Shoreline Drive.  It can 
a l so be purcha sed through my webs i te a t 
www.rdjpublishing.com with special same day 
delivery available to all Lafayette tenants (provided 
the elevator isn't broke, otherwise there is a 
surcharge for me having to walk the stairwell to 
reach your unit).  

If poetry is a wave crashing on the shore, 
can you tell me why the breakwater hates 
poetry? 

I f ind the f reedom of express ion to be 
revolutionary in every art form imaginable.  Whether 
a particular form of expression is favored depends 
solely on whether that art form catches on with the 
mainstream (or breakwater).  The art of movies, 
music, non-fiction and fictional narrative literature 
are commonplace because they present an easy 
diversion for people to gauge.  They're simpler to 
understand being that they're transparent.  Poetry, 
on the other hand, is like an abstractive painting.  
You can interpret it in so many ways without arriving 
at a meaning that others share.  You're then alone in 
your consensus.  As a result, the art you judge 
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becomes a personal rendering and not a collective 
one.  Often times, it's in our nature to prefer things 
in the form of art that we all can relate to.  This way 
we can talk to our friends about something they can 
just as well understand without being philosophical.  
Poetry is devoid of this comfort, and places us in 
awkward situations of having to discuss the feelings 
that are often difficult for others to grasp or 
understand-the same feelings that teach us 
something about ourselves.  The waves do crash 
ashore, but only to dampen the sand that would be 
solvent if not for the breakwater.     

Please, ask yourself one of the many 
questions I missed.

You could have asked me when and where my 
next scheduled poetry reading is at. Answer: 
Williams Bookstore in San Pedro on Saturday, 
November 1st at 5 p.m.  The address is 443 W. 6th St. 
in the historic downtown district.  The phone 
number is (310) 832-3631.  I hope to see you there.  
Until then, you're welcome to sample a sonnet from 
my book, The Rhymes of Love and Reason, entitled 
Fertile Ground, which reads as follows:

Fertile Ground 

Amassed along our vast, nomadic plane
Are furrows that contain
The ancestral remnants of those 
Whose lives continue to decompose 
For reasons that only nature can shed 
Given that the blood with which they bled
Has since vanished beneath 
The parched, yet sullied wreath 
That solemnly lay to rest 
The sins we come to harvest 
Once our hearts take root 
In being able to salute 
A land that our steps will always inter 
So that others may live as we were. 
         
 -R. Douglas Jacobs 
          October, 2006✍ 

GOOD DOG: THE WAY OF THE BUDDHA

Leadership is Good 
Karma
By Aaron “Buddha” 
Chiancola

Welcome back, 
dog friends!

 Last week we 
d i scussed the 
impor tance o f 
having your dog earn 
things that most of 
us might take for 
granted: food, toys, 
even affection, in building a more rewarding 
relationship with your best friend. This week we 
continue that theme by talking about:

"Leadership"
  When your dog was with his/her mother, his/her 

mom was his/her leader. Her leadership was 
important to teaching her pup guidance, rules and 
discipline. Dogs are pack animals. And that pack 
needs a leader. If you have a dog, and especially a 
puppy, YOU must be the leader, for the safety of you, 
your dog and others. Establishing your place as pack 
leader is the most important thing for raising a good 
dog. Some problem behaviors will only develop 
because of a lack of leadership. One good leadership 
exercise is the feeding time.

You should never feed your puppy before yourself. 
Always prepare your pup’s food when you make 
something for yourself at your mealtime. Have your 
pup sit in a desired area while you have your meal. 
When you have finished eating, call your pup and 
have her sit before placing the food down. Then 
release the pup to eat by saying, "OK" or "take it" 
etc.

 Your puppy needs you to be a strong leader in 
order that (s)he will be worthy of being called a 
“Good Dog.”

You can emai l quest ions to Buddha at : 
gooddogthewayofthebuddha@gmail.com ✍
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A VIEW FROM THE 6TH FLOOR

By Thomas Wasper
 I just got back from a trip I took to Detroit. 

When I tell people I’m going to the murder city they 
usually respond with “Why?” or “I’m sorry.” 

 I went there to visit family, but the truth of the 
matter is that I would go even if my family lived 
elsewhere. I like Detroit. I think it’s a fun city and I 
have never felt like I was in danger during any of my 
visits. Some, however, do not share my enthusiasm 
for the place. 

 Where I find 
majestic skyscrapers 
dating back to the 
ear l y 1900s , f ine 
restaurants and an 
u n p a r a l l e l e d 
nightlife featuring an 
eclectic blend of live 
mus ic p l ayed in 
venues such a s 
bowling alleys, an 
Opera House 
re s tored to i t s 
original 1922 glory, 
and everyplace in-
between , o thers 
tremble and shake 
the i r heads in 
wonder at my choice 
o f a vacat ion 
destination.

 “Detroit is scary,” a friend said to me as a 
preamble to her personal tale of terror about my city. 

 “We were driving towards a new development, 
big shiny place on the hill and we got off the exit and 
drove down a side street when the car in front of us 
stopped, blocking the street, and the people got out 
of their car and started dancing!”

 “An impromptu dance party broke out? This is 
your scary Detroit story?” I said.

 “I asked the guy I was with, ‘What should we 
do?’” she continued.

 “Um, join in?” I said.
 “We turned the car around and drove back the 

other way,” She said.
Well, that story might scare Baptists, but I really 

don’t think it belongs in the ‘Why I Think Detroit Is 
Scary’ category. Here is a story of my own that just 
might.

It involves my brother Chris, his boyfriend 
Kenny and myself. And it happened on my last 

trip to the city.
The day my bitter 
half and daughter 
left to go back to 
Long Beach I was 
looking forward to 
three days o f 
solitude, pretending 
I live alone in my 
condo in Detroit. I 
tagged along with 
my brother af ter 
dropping Lisa and 
Amber at the airport 
to p ick up some 
limes for his bar 
thinking I would be 
back in an hour, 
maybe two.
My brother owns a 
g a y b a r in 

Dearborn Heights just outside of Detroit. We 
get there and start drinking, and drinking. Ah, what 
the hell, I think, I'll get drunk at his bar and have a 
late dinner at the restaurant in my condominium 
complex. Have a couple beers, watch the Monday 
Night football game, maybe flirt with a stranger.

Well, my brother gets wasted--too wasted to 
drive and both he and Kenny start bugging me about 
staying at their house instead of paying the 40 plus 
dollars on a cab back to the city. “No. I'm going 
home,” I tell them.
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 My cab arrives and I tell the driver the address 
of my condo. “How do I get there?” he asks. Shoot. I 
really don’t know. Then Chris and Kenny stumble 
outside. 

 “They'll know,” I say. “Roll down your window.” 
 The driver reaches for the handle, sees them and 

stops. Maybe he thinks it's a set up. I don't have time 
to consider this further 
be fore my brother 
throws open the door 
and they both get in. 
“Take us home first,” 
they say.

We're rolling and my 
brother keeps asking the driver what his name is, but 
he's not saying. My brother is getting increasingly 
frustrated to the point that Kenny yells at him to 
leave the driver alone. 

I plead with the driver to tell Chris his name, but 
the driver shakes his head and says, "No."

Now Kenny is calling him a bad driver as well. 
My brother yells, “STOP THE CAB HERE!”

 We're outside of a bar and my brother dashes 
inside. A lady in the corner is playing a slot machine 
video game and I’m wondering what the point in 
that is. Kenny tells me that if you're a regular here, 
they pay you in cash if you win, just like a casino.

My brother orders a cheeseburger and lays his 
head on the bar. Lifts it a few minutes later and asks 

who ordered the 
cheeseburger? I ca l l 
another cab and Chris 
heads outside to wait for 
it while I finish my beer. 
I still have time to get 
home for a late(r) dinner.

My brother comes in and says the cab is here. I 
settle up with the bartender and go outside. No cab 
in sight. Chris says he told them to shove their f ’ing 
cab. We can walk, he says. It's only a couple miles. 
He takes off running, Kenny close behind him. I 
don't know where I am. Then it starts to rain. Hard. 
I'm soaked. I come up on them a few blocks ahead 
where they've stopped to wait for me. It's only a little 
ways further, they say. You can stay at our house 
tonight. I want to kill them both. Instead I smile and 
say no thanks. Chris takes off running again.

We get to their house and they beg me to stay. I 
beg them for a cab. I call information who connects 
me to a cab service. They say they’re sending a car. 
Chris and Kenny ask me again to stay the night. I 
call the cab service again. “WHERE ARE YOU?”

The cab arrives and I dive through the back 
window and scream, “DRIVE!” I still don't know 
how to get home, but I know it's next to Joe Louis 
Arena, so I have the driver take me there.

I finally arrive at the condo, splash water on my 
face, change shirts and head to the restaurant. I 
order a beer and stare wistfully at the kitchen, which 
closed an hour before. I watch some of the game 
with the bartender and head home where I make an 
omelet and fall asleep with a book on my chest.

Come to think of it, that’s more a scary story 
about my brother than it is about Detroit. ✍
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THE LAFAYETTE STORE IS NOW ONLINE

Housewares
BBQ Apron
Tile Coaster!
Mousepad
Mug
Throw Pillow

Bags
Messenger Bag
Tote Bag

Magnets
Rectangle Magnet

Prints
Journal
Calendar Print
Postcards

more coming soon...

ALL proceeds from the store will benefit The Friends of the 
Historical Lafayette’s ongoing efforts to restore "The Jewel of 
the East Village."  Thanks for shopping!

cafepress.com/lafayettelb

visit

 “Detroit is scary,” a friend said to 
me as a preamble to her personal 
tale of terror about my city.



WELCOME

N e w  R e s i d e n t s
Welcome to the Lafayette! Please don’t forget to 

read the Rules & Regulations. Window covers must 
be white or off white!

Unit 303  Irene Bisson
Unit 315/317 Michael Gutierrez &
     John Hernandez
Please no bicycles through the main lobby.  And 

remember, the last green dumpster in the garden 
area is for recycling only, no trash please! ✍

 SOLARIUM MURAL CONTEST INFO

$ 2 0 0  P r i z e ! ! ! ! ! !
B y Fra n k F l o r e s , 
President
In case you haven’t 
noticed the info in the 
lobby , we are having a 
mural contest for the 
solarium!
1.We wil l be taking 
ideas for two murals to 

be painted on the wall 
between the light sconces in the solarium! 
2. The murals will be painted by a very good 
artist that has painted murals all over the city! 
The murals must be presented as a pair! When 
painted on the wall, they will be approximately 7' 
tall by 5' to 6' wide.
3. No limits on the subject!  Just make sure it 
is tasteful!
This is how it works:
• Ideas should be turned in to the office no later 

than Monday, December 1, 2008, 5:00PM! 
• Ideas will be posted in the lobby for one week!
• Everyone living in the Lafayette gets one vote!
• When you vote you get a ticket with a number 

for a prize drawing!

• Voting ends Friday, December 5, 2008, at 
5:00!

• The winner will be announced the evening of 
the Holiday party, Tuesday, December 9, 2008.

• The winner not only get his or her idea put on 
the wall of the solarium but also wins a $200.00                              
gift certificate!

• Finally from those who voted the ticket you 
rece ive wi l l be par t o f a drawing the        
same evening for a $100 gift certificate. ✍

NOTABLE NEIGHBORS

Congratu lat ions !
W e 

r e c e n t l y 
reported the 
wedding of 
b o a r d 
m e m b e r 
R y a n 
Stack and 
f e l l o w 
resident and 
G r e e n 
Committee 
m e m b e r 
A m a n d a 
M o n t a n o  
o n 
September 
1 3 th in 
E n s e n a d a , 
M e x i c o !  
T h e 
newlyweds 
h a v e 
g r a c i o u s l y 
submitted a photo  from the wedding!

Also just recently married are Lafayette residents 
Brian Hutchinson  & Diane Capelle  as well as 
Monica Bailon & Scott Cooley. Congratulations 
to all the lovely couples!✍
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Amanda & Ryan: “Love on the Rocks”



 YOUR INFORMATION

Who’s Who at the Lafayette
2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Frank Flores     ffloresreps4u@aol.com
1st Vice-President: Ryan Stack   ryansheamusstack@yahoo.com
2nd Vice-President: Joe Hill onejoehill@charter.net
Secretary: Dennis Cornax     dionysus6652@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Rick Blackshere    andnod@yahoo.com

CONTACT THE BOARD
In writing: Email them. Also, each board member has a mailbox in 

the office.  All written comments will be addressed in a timely manner.  
In person: Come to the board meetings usually every first Tuesday 

of the month at 7pm in the Solarium (11th floor Campbell Building) 
unless a schedule change has been posted.

OFFICE MANAGER
Sharon Hays
Phone: 562-436-5391   9:30am to 5pm weekdays
Fax: 562-436-8762     Email: lafayet@charterinternet.com  
Reminder: Meeting minutes may be viewed at the office or if you 

would like them emailed to you, let Sharon know. 
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C a l e n d a r
Tuesday, November 4, 2008
Election Day (Board meeting 

the following week)
PLEASE VOTE!

Tuesday, November 11, 2008
Board of Directors Meeting

7pm, Solarium

Thursday, November 27, 2008
Thanksgiving Holiday

OFFICE CLOSED

Tuesday, December 9, 2008
Lafayette Holiday Party

SAVE THE DATE!

NEWSLET TER TEAM

BUDDHA
FRANK FLORES
SHARON HAYS
GERONIMO QUITORIANO

THOMAS WASPER

✄  ☎  ✍
THE LAFAYETTE LETTER 
IS PUBLISHED PERIODI-
C A L LY F R O M T H E O F-
FICE OF THE LAFAYETTE 
A S S O C I AT I O N O F 
HOMEOWNERS.

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO 
C O N T R I B U T E T O T H E 
L E T T E R , P L E A S E C O N-
TACT GERONIMO AT (562) 
435-4775 OR EMAIL: GPO-
LAROID @MAC.COM.

SCENE OUT AND ABOUT...

...at the Long Beach Marathon on Sunday, October 12, 2008 ! 

Lafayette resident Ben Jarvis: so fast, he’s a blur!

Photo by Thomas Wasper


