
MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

Erik Von Brinkley
By Thomas Wasper

1) Have you ever received complaints from the 
Basement Lounge about noise from the shenanigans 
in your unit?

No.
2) Your dog’s name is Vidal Von Brinkley.  Do the 

other dogs make fun of her?
No, they try to be like her.
3) What made you decide to become a hair 

styl ist?  Was Warren Beatty ( in the movie 
“Shampoo”) an influence? 

Of course.
4) How long have you lived at the Lafayette?
10 years. 
5) What do you like about living in the East 

Village?
I enjoy interwining with all the lunatics 

and psychopaths.
6) What don’t you like about living in the East 

Village?
Al l the normal people...and parking 

tickets. And  the four foot racoon that lurks in 
the neighborhood.

7) What do you miss about Long Beach’s past?
Old architecture like The Pike.
8) When and why did you form your bike-touring 

group, City Nuisance?  
It started November 2004.  Us old people 

need to feel like kids again.
8a) Can anyone join?
Almost anyone. No biker shorts.  Five 

drink minimum on every ride.  Never use the 
word “couth.” 

9) Do you ever visit our 
beaches?  Would you be 
more incl ined to if the 
breakwater were gone?

Not a beach boy.
10) The last question is 

yours.
Which came first?  

The chicken or the egg?

Editor’s note: Erik owns 
Shampu: An East Vi!age Salon 
at  422 E. Broadway.  Phone is 
(562)  208-2390.  For more 
i n f o r m a t i o n , g o t 0 
www.longbeachshampu.com. 
✍
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FROM THE MANAGER

Condo Comments
By Sharon Hays

 The meeting held on 5/20/08 re: the retrofit of 
highrise buildings with fire sprinklers ended with a 
favorable compromise.  The proposal was that high-
rises be given an alternative option, such as fire 
education and a preparedness program, to include 
fire extinguishers in every unit, an emergency 
evacuation program, semi-annual fire drills and semi-
annual fire inspections. LBFD is to work with a 
group of homeowners and other stakeholders to flesh 
out the alternative plan, then return to the 
committee in eight weeks. Officials also are to 
create a fee structure for the city to recover the costs 
of the additional inspections and other services. 
There would also be a penalty for non-compliance of 
the alternative requirements. ✍

SOCIAL SCENE

Solarium Shenanigans
Photos and text by Geronimo Quitoriano

Well, the 11th floor solarium has been a hub of 
activity these past few weeks!  On May 16, 2008, 
Bacardi & Bingo took place.  It was a great evening 
of cash prizes, free Robinett Plumbing showerheads 
and some Caribbean Rum Punch.  A special thanks 
to those that attended and an especially warm thank 
you to all the volunteers. And congrats to the 

winners!
 Less than a week 
later, on May 22, Trudy 
Wolf celebrated her 96th 
birthday with friends 
and neighbors! (FYI, her 
actual b-day is the 23rd!)  
She and her daughter 

Claudia want to thank 
everyone for the food, 

gifts, cards and fun!  The Rum Punch was again a big 
h i t ! Thank you 
Malou Mariano 
for spearheading the 
event and for the 
food and for tune 
cookies!

And on May 31, 
Mark Lonergan 
celebrated his 4oth 
birthday (actual day 
June 1).  It was a very 
“glittery” event and our own Jolie Hindman catered 
the food for a very satisfied crowd! ✍
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Notary Public
 

• Mobile Services 

• Loan Signing Document Agent

 

562 225 3412
562notary@gmail.com

✍

(top) Bartender Paula Matusa 
serves up a drink to Silvi 
Maldonado.  

(bottom) Ryan Stack and 
Amanda Montano add a little 
more “punch” to the punch.

Longtime resident Trudy Wolf 
turns 96!

Mark Lonergan turns 40!
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GREEN TIPS

Household Hazards!
By Lucy Van Wagner

What is Household Hazardous Waste?
Household hazardous waste is any product 

labeled: toxic, poison, corrosive, flammable, 
combustible or irritant that is disposed of.

A typical home can contain a vast array of 
household hazardous products used for cleaning, 
painting, beautifying, lubricating and disinfecting 
the house, yard, workshop and garage.

The hea l th and safety of our fami l ies , 
neighborhoods and environment is threatened when 
household hazardous waste is stored or disposed of 
improperly. 

The chemical-based household products from a 
single home may seem insignificant; but, when 
millions of homes across Los Angeles County use 
similar products — handling, storing and disposing 
of them improperly — the combined effect becomes 
a major problem. The health and safety of people 
and animals , a s we l l a s the hea l th of our 
communities and the environment is endangered 
when these types of products are discarded in 
household garbage, sinks or storm drains.

The following are examples of household 
hazardous products that may be found in your home:

Paint and Paint-Related Products
Paint, Turpentine paint stripper, Rust remover, 

Paint thinner, Varnish
Automotive Fluids and Batteries
Used motor oil and filters, Gasoline and diesel 

fuel, Windshield washer solution, Brake and 
transmission fluid, Lead acid batteries

Beauty Products and Medicines
Isopropyl alcohol, Medicine, Nail polish and nail 

polish remover, Hair relaxers, dyes and permanents, 
Products in aerosol cans

Household Cleaners
Ammonia-based cleaners, Oven and drain 

cleaners, Floor care products, Window cleaners, 
Furniture polish, Metal polishes and cleaners, Tub, 
tile and toilet bowl cleaners

Miscellaneous
Batteries, Fluorescent lights, Shoe polish, Glue
Where is a permanent hazardous waste/e-

waste collection center?
Gaffey Street Collection Center, 1400 N. Gaffey 

St., San Pedro, CA 90731. Open Friday, Saturday, and 
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

What Happens to Household Hazardous 
Waste Collected by the County?

Most of the paint is reused for the County’s anti-
graffiti program. Motor oil is recycled/ reused as 
lubricants, marine diesel fuel, supplemental fuel and 
tar by-products such as asphalt cover and re-refined 
motor oil.  Household hazardous waste that cannot 
be recycled or reused is carefully packed into special 
drums for disposal.

Where can I get more information?
To report i l lega l dumping, or for more 

information about Household Hazardous Waste and 
alternative products, call 1(888)CLEAN LA or visit 
www.888cleanla.com online.
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THE LAFAYETTE STORE IS NOW ONLINE

Housewares
BBQ Apron
Tile Coaster!
Mousepad
Mug
Throw Pillow

Bags
Messenger Bag
Tote Bag

Magnets
Rectangle Magnet

Prints
Journal
Calendar Print
Postcards

more coming soon...

ALL proceeds from the store will benefit The Friends of the 
Historical Lafayette’s ongoing efforts to restore "The Jewel of 
the East Village."  Thanks for shopping!

cafepress.com/lafayettelb

visit

http://www.888cleanla.com
http://www.888cleanla.com
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A VIEW FROM THE 6TH FLOOR

Every Putz Has 
His Day
By Thomas Wasper

What hath District Weekly scribe Jenny Stockdale, 
the Charles Bronson of journalism, wrought? Her 
article detailing how she had her credit card stolen 
and then subsequent l y 
tracked down the culprit 
responsible for the crime 
may have inspired a Long 
Beach man in apprehending 
the thief of his own stolen 
credit card. 

38 year-old Mark Putz, a 
Long Beach schoolteacher, 
had his wallet stolen from 
h i s t r uck by per son or 
persons unknown on Friday.  
Sa turday mor n ing he 
received a call from his credit 
card company who told him 
that his card had just been 
used to secure a room at the 
Courtyard by Marriott on 
1st Street in the East Village. 

Putz jumped in his truck 
and drove to the Marriott 
where by coincidence the thief 
was exiting the hotel just as 
Putz was walking up. Not 
wasting any time calling for 
help Putz did what many a 
frustrated victim wishes they 
had had as an opportunity for 
themselves. He grabbed the 
much bigger man in a headlock 
and held on. 

“How did you know this man 
was the thief if you’d never seen 
h im before ? , ” I a sked an 
emotional Putz standing near the 
door of the Marriott staring 

across the driveway where police had the man, wrists 
and feet shackled and bound, sitting against a car. 

“He looked like a crackhead. I mean, look at 
him! Also,” Putz continued. “He had my wallet in his 
hand!”

Witnesses say they saw four Marriott employees 
trying to pry Putz off of the man to no avail. 

Putz himself says that he was reluctant to release 
his grip on the man even when the first policeman 
arrived on the scene and demanded that Putz do just 
that. 
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The policeman was moving too slow according to 
Putz and might not have understood the seriousness 
of the situation even though he (Putz) was yelling for 
help and trying to explain his grievance against the 
man he was holding in a vice-like grip. 

“I wasn’t going to take the chance that he would 
run away,” says Putz referring to the alleged thief. 

It wasn’t until other police arrived on the scene 
that Putz finally released the man into the officer’s 
custody. 

So, what did the police think about Putz tracking 
down and detaining the alleged wallet thief? 

“They told me I should have left it to the police 
to do their job,” Putz says. “And maybe I would have 
if they did their job,” he says bitterly.

“Look at how they’re treating him!,” Putz says 
nodding over to where the alleged thief is now laid 
out on a stretcher waiting to be loaded into an 
ambulance. “I had to wait so long before the 
paramedics came over here to have a look at me!,” he 
says angrily. 

And what of Putz’s injuries? He shows me some 
scrapes on his legs and says he took an elbow to the 
head, but nothing too serious. Were any blows 
exchanged? They were too close for that he says. 

“He slammed me to the ground trying to get me 
to let go,” Putz says. 

Putz didn’t let go though. Not for the 10 minutes 
witnesses to the altercation say it took the police to 
arrive. Not when the hotel employees tried to 
separate them and not even when the first policeman 
on the scene tried to get him to let go. 

“Look how big he is compared to me,” a visibly 
exhausted Putz says. 

Was the guy surprised when Putz jumped on 
him? Did he even know what was going on?

According to Putz the alleged wallet thief should 
have known what was happening.

And did he say anything to Putz?
“He said, ‘Why are you assaulting me?,’” Putz 

says. “And I said ‘You stole my wallet!’”
According to Putz the man yelled “No, I didn’t!” 

and the rest was just holding on and waiting for the 
police to arrive.✍

LIVE FROM THE LAFAYETTE

Alive Theatre performs 
in Embassy Room
By Geronimo Quitoriano                                                                                                          

The Lafayette has rented out the Embassy 
Room (a.k.a. Dome Room at 528 E. Broadway) to 
Alive Theatre, a  promising local theatre group for 
the month of June.  Lafayette residents will be 
offered the discounted ticket price of $15 ($3 off the 
general price).  See calendar listing on page 6 for dates and 
times.

American playwright Don Nigro's sensuous 
comic drama, “Lucia Mad,” about Lucia Joyce leads 
us into the literary world of Paris in the late 1920s 
and into the family life of Irish expatriate James 
Joyce who, in breaking the mold of the English 
novel, emerged as one of the literary icons of the 
20th century. In dream-like sequences of memories, 
the play follows Lucia Joyce's attempt to find her 
place in a world that seems to be crowded by genius. 
As she traces her way into the depths of the human 
mind, she becomes the daughter of the Labyrinth, 
brilliant but lost, forever wandering, forever 
wondering, where do you go when there's no way 
out?

Join Alive Theatre for (in their w0rds) “a 
theatrical experience unlike any other. Lucia Mad is a 
dance of memory, madness, and the sometimes tragic 
consequences of artistic genius.” 

For more information go to www.alivetheatre.org 
or email alivetheatre@gmail.com. ✍
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

Who’s Who at the Lafayette
2008 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President: Jean-Louis DeBien lhoa7@yahoo.com
Vice-President: Frank Flores    ffloresreps4u@aol.com
2nd Vice-President: Joe Hill onejoehill@charter.net
Secretary: Dennis Cornax     dionysus6652@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Rick Blackshere    andnod@yahoo.com

CONTACT THE BOARD
In writing: Email them. Also, each board member has a mailbox in 

the office.  All written comments will be addressed in a timely manner.  
In person: Come to the board meetings usually every first Tuesday 

of the month at 7pm in the Solarium (11th floor Campbell Building) 
unless a schedule change has been posted.
OFFICE MANAGER

Sharon Hays
Phone: 562-436-5391   9:30am to 5pm weekdays
Fax: 562-436-8762     Email: lafayet@charterinternet.com  
Reminder: Meeting minutes may be viewed at the office or if you 

would like them emailed to you, let Sharon know. 
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C a l e n d a r
June 13-28, 2008 (Fri/Sat)

Alive Theater performs

Embassy Room, 8pm

Lafayette residents $15

June 22, 2008 (Sunday matinee)

Alive Theater performs

Embassy Room, 4pm
Lafayette residents $15

* * *

Tuesday, July 1, 2008

Board meeting

 In the Solarium, 7pm

(subject to change)

Friday, July 4, 2008

Independence Day

Office closed

NEWSLET TER TEAM

SHARON HAYS
GERONIMO QUITORIANO

THOMAS WASPER
LUCY VAN WAGNER

✄  ☎  ✍
THE LAFAYETTE LETTER IS 
PUBLISHED PERIODICALLY 
FROM THE OFFICE OF THE 
L A FAY E T T E A S S O C I AT I O N 
OF HOMEOWNERS.

I F Y O U W O U L D L I K E T O 
CONTRIBUTE TO THE LET-
T E R , P L E A S E C O N T A C T 
GERONIMO AT (562) 435-4775 
O R E M A I L : G P O L A R O I D 
@MAC.COM.

COMMITTEE SIGN UP

Volunteers Needed
If you haven’t noticed, there are committee sign-up sheets in 
the lobby.  Committees include: Social, Green, Nominating, Ele-
vator, Commercial Property,  Garden,  Newsletter and Historical  
Nonprofit.  If you have any questions about the committees call 
the office at (562) 436-5391 or just stop by in person.
 

WELCOME

New Residents
Please don’t forget  to read the Rules & Regulations. No 

moving or bicycles through the main lobby and window covers 
must be white or off white!  Also, the last green dumpster in the 
back is for recycling only!  Thanks and welcome to the Lafayette!

Unit 632 Moriah Sembower & Jade Aldrich
Unit 761 “Mike” (last name unavailable at press time)
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